
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
  Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during July: 

Songleader: David (4), Peter (11), 
Stanley (18), Larry (25) 

Reading: Larry 
Announcements: Stanley 
Table: David, Peter, Mike B, Robert 

Wednesday Lesson: Larry (7), Kris (14), 
Stanley (21), Kris (28) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Kris (4), 
Marty (11), Stanley (18), Robert (25) 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“I, the LORD, search the 
heart, I test the mind, 
Even to give to each man 
according to his ways, 
According to the results of 
his deeds.” 
 
—Jeremiah 17:10 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 

 
 Volume 4 July 11, 2021 Number 10 

 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 
on a Street Near You 

By David Diestelkamp 
  

You are probably familiar with 
the Hans Christian Andersen story, 
“The Emperor’s New Clothes.” A 
vain emperor is promised he will 
be made the best suit of clothes 
ever. However, the tailors are con 
men who say they are using 
invisible fabric and anyone who 
can’t see it is unfit as a king or 
stupid. When the pretend clothing 
is put on the king by the tailors, 
everyone—including the 
emperor—pretends to see the 
clothing out of fear of being 
thought stupid. The whole town 
even pretends to see and 
appreciate the clothing out of fear 
until a child blurts out that the king 
is naked; then everyone is 
emboldened to say the same. 

Although this story was written 
more than 150 years ago, it is 
happening again today in the areas 
of clothing, immodesty, and our 
silence. 

So, I will go ahead and say it. I 
will risk saying what a lot of people 
probably thought at first but 
remained silent. It will be 
unpopular, and I will probably be 
thought to be stupid. Here we go: 
leggings aren’t pants. 

For those of you who aren’t up 
on current fashion or aren’t sure 
exactly what I’m talking about, 
leggings are the skin-tight spandex 
that people are wearing as if they 
were pants. Leggings were 
designed to wear under clothing 
or with a skirt, but now they are 



being worn as though they were 
pants when, in fact, they are not. 
They are designed to accentuate 
every curve and leave little to the 
imagination. It is as though a 
person can be acceptable as long 
as skin isn’t showing—that 
virtually painted-on clothing is 
enough. 

I recognize that the world 
doesn’t care about modesty. I’m 
not writing this for the world. I’m 
writing this for women who are 
Christians so that they’ll 
reconsider this trend. I’m writing 
to moms and dads who are 
Christians, asking that you not 
allow your children to wear skin-
tight clothing and that you teach 
them that this is a way of exposing 
and drawing attention to their 
bodies. I’m asking dads to confess 
to their wives that worldly men 
like to look at this and consider it 
sexy; and it draws inappropriate 
attention that women who are 
Christians do not want. Husbands 
and fathers need to be open about 
this, not because they are lusting, 
but because they know the 
mindset of men of the world and 
need to help females around them 
understand. 

Some may question why 
leggings and other skin-tight 
clothing are immodest. This is a 
question that wouldn’t have been 
asked at any point in human 

history up until just the past few 
decades. That walking around in 
one’s underwear (or pantyhose) is 
supposed to be acceptable says 
something about our culture, and 
what it says isn’t good. But ask 
yourself (even if you wear 
leggings), wasn’t it a little shocking 
when you first saw them on 
someone on the street? Didn’t you 
wonder if they forgot to put on 
something else, perhaps a skirt? 
Didn’t you notice that they were 
almost naked from the waist 
down? Wasn’t your sense of 
modesty even slightly offended? 

Women (and men) are to dress 
modestly: “…that the women 
adorn themselves in modest 
apparel… which is proper for 
women professing godliness, with 
good works,” 1 Tim 2:9,10. 
Leggings and tight clothes that are 
hardly different from the naked 
body are immodest. Clothing 
covers nakedness both by a layer 
of fabric and by covering form. 
Anyone who wants to dispute this 
can consider immodest genital 
exposure—we want fabric and 
want it not to be form fitting! The 
same should be true of all other 
parts of the body which are 
immodest to expose. 

I’m certainly aware of the 
attempts that are made to defend 
immodest clothing, but our 
thinking process as Christians 

needs to be re-examined. Are we 
teaching our children that “I like it” 
or “it’s comfortable” or “it’s the 
style” is the standard for Christians 
when it comes to modesty (or 
anything else for that matter)? Do 
articles like this cause a feeling to 
rise up in us that says, “You can’t 
tell me how to…”? Do we make the 
excuse that we can’t control 
others’ thoughts or lust? And, isn’t 
modesty about the heart? 

While it is true that modesty 
involves our hearts, it will be 
reflected in our wardrobes. 
Christians are more than just their 
bodies, just their desires, and just 
the styles of their culture. We are 
reflections of Jesus Christ: “For 
whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to 
the image of His Son,” Rom 8:29. 
Our bodies, and what we do with 
them (including how we clothe 
them) are to reflect Jesus, not the 
world. Our thoughts and desires 

(which are also shown in our 
clothing) are to reflect that we are 
thinking like Jesus, not the world. 
We have to ask whether we can 
participate in the styles of our 
culture and still reflect Jesus. This 
can be difficult because we are 
immersed in our culture, and its 
influence on us is strong. This is 
why we have to be immersed in 
our Lord Jesus Christ and work to 
allow His influence over us to be 
strongest. 

I am not saying that leggings 
under modest clothing are wrong. 
I am saying that wearing paper-
thin spandex doesn’t make 
someone modest. I don’t hear 
people gasping and condemning 
this virtual nudity. I know that’s 
not acceptable to do in our culture 
today. So, they parade themselves 
about like the emperor—while 
everyone is afraid to say 
something—but are still just as 
(virtually) naked. 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Let’s continue to pray for those 
that would like to meet with us, 
but cannot—including Madelene 
Britnell, Carolyn Dennis, Tim and 
Dot Hice, and Joyce Smith. We 
thank God for them, and for all 

faithful brethren. God, who judges 
all mankind, knows our 
capabilities and our hearts; he will 
never ask or require more than we 
can give—nor will he ask any less, 
Jer 17:10. 


